
e wanted to live in 
Australia because 
of its excellent 
lifestyle and we felt 

that we would enjoy a better 
family-work life balance there. 

We just had this big desire to give 
it a go! We didn’t mind where we 
lived in Australia because it seemed 
to us that every state/territory 
offered an awesome quality of life, 
Darwin especially, if you have small 
children. 

We did plenty of research before 
we made the move. We also used 
online forums to help us find out 
information about a range of things.

VISA PROCESS
Psychologically, the migration 
process was tough but it was worth 
it in the end. We moved with the 
help of Katherine Van Greuning of 
Getme2oz.com. We found her after 
being severely let down by a large 
UK company whom it transpired 
were not registered migration agents  
and who subsequently went 
bankrupt. I had to reapply to 
Vetassess to get my skills assessed 
and the company did not refund my 
money – it was a disgrace.  

I subsequently searched the 
MARA register and found 
Katherine. I would like to give a 
warning to others to be cautious of 
non-registered companies who have 
no code of conduct and so on. 

Without any professional help we 
felt that the migration process 
would have been difficult to achieve 
what we have achieved by ourselves. 
We are enormously grateful for all 
that Katherine has done to help us 
with our visas and make the move. 

It took us a couple of years to 
finalize everything with our visas, 
as we needed to translate and certify 

WThe city’s revitalised 
waterfront area

Darwin’s wave pool is ideal 
for swimming  and surfing

lots of documents as we are not UK 
residents.

I was able to migrate under the 
nominated occupation of licensed 
club manager and we were able to 
successfully apply for a skilled 
regional nominated (489) visa, a 
provisional skilled visa that allows 
us to live and work in a regional 
part of Australia. The whole of 
Darwin is classed as ‘regional’ so 
the visa is very flexible. 

I was interviewed for  a casino 
manager job soon after our arrival 
in Darwin, which was successful. 
The job feels more secure than my 
job in the UK, and there are more 
opportunities to develop my career 
here. The pay is much more than in 
the UK also. I am enjoying every 
second of it. 

LIVING THERE
We decided to live in the suburb of 
Johnston. We liked that it was 
family friendly, with plenty of 
parks, free water parks, it was close 
to the ocean and had good schools.  
We knew that we would enjoy 
some nice family days off here. 

We are renting a house at the 
moment. It is nice, really modern, 
with plenty of space and a garden.

There are many young families 
and young people living here, 
many of whom have a car or two as 
it’s 20 kilometres from the city 
centre. That is part of the appeal of 
Johnston, the area is very nice with 
plenty of newly built houses with 

plenty of space and playgrounds for 
children. There are good amenities 
close by and we love that it is sunny 
here all year round.

Moving here has changed our 
lives for the better – we started to 
live! Our kids are happier, as are we, 

and we’re all spending more time 
outside, having fun and enjoying 
barbeques. Life has become more 
affordable and sunnier. The lifestyle 
here is so much better. 

We have found that the food is 
better here as well, as there is plenty 
of Asian food around, and seafood. 

The activities are so much better as 
the weather plays such a big part in 
what we decide to do as a family.

On a typical day I travel to work 
in the car with beautiful scenery  
outside. Regardless of the day or 
night it is always warm here! 

We are pleased with the standard 
of education here. Australia 
provides great opportunities for 
those who are seeking their place in 
this world.

Our weekends are amazing, as 
you wake up with the sun, enjoy 
the sun all day long, and the warm 
weather in the evening. All of the 
shops have air conditioning, the 
houses as well, and there are kids 
activities everywhere. Every day 
our kids are choosing something 
different to do, life is positive!

The only downside of living out 
here is the time difference with 
Europe and communicating with 
our family there.  

Our advice for other British 
people wanting to move to 
Australia is if it’s what you really 
want then just go! 

If you are not 100 per cent about 
it though it is best to stay at home. 
It is about coming here and to live! 
You need to believe in what you 
want and it will happen. 

❛ 
Life has become more 

affordable and sunnier. The 
lifestyle is so much better ❜
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Getting friendly with the  
native Aussie wildlife
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NAMES 
The Zukauskas family are Alex 

(35), Jolanta (32), Dominyk (8) 

and Adrain (4)

OCCUPATION 

Alex worked as a casino 

manager in London. He now 

works as a casino manager  

in Darwin

MOVED FROM 

Reading (although the family are 

originally from Lithuania) 

MOVED TO
Johnston, Darwin,  

Northern Territory

USEFUL CONTACT 

The family moved with the help 

of Katherine Van Greuning, a 

registered migration agent and 

director of Kent-based  

www.getme2oz.com. Call 

01227 732 434 for information

 

Meet the movers
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Darwin

“We started to live!”
The laidback tropical city of Darwin in Australia’s Northern Territory  

ticked all the boxes for alex Zukauskas and his family…

Share your story!
If you are heading Down Under to start a new life and are willing to share the story about your move 
with us, we would love to hear from you! Simply email us at editor@australiamagazine.co.uk 

The children love 
playing in the water



Darwin 
This tropical city in Australia’s Northern Territory 
offers an attractive outdoor-focused lifestyle…

WHY MOVE TO...

MARINA VIEWS
A$2,950,000 (£1,415,101)
This architecturally-designed waterfront 
home comprises four bedrooms, three 
bathrooms and a large home office/guest 
room. It has spacious open-plan living 
areas, on both levels, which open out to 
large entertaining areas with spectacular 
views. There is also a salt-water pool and 
expansive dock, perfect for mooring boats.

FAMILY LIVING
A$697,000 (£334,347)
This property offers great family living with 
plenty of living space. The master suite 
comes with an ensuite bathroom and walk-
in wardrobe. There is also a large bathroom 
with bath and walk-in shower, separate 
toilet, a laundry room and three other large 
bedrooms. Externally the property benefits 
from a wide verandah and a pool.

CONTaCT: forsalebyowner.com.au
WEB: www.forsalebyowner.com.au

CONTaCT: Complete Real Estate NT
WEB: www.completerealestatent.com.au

TROPICAL FEEL
A$995,000 (£477,348)
With four generous sized bedrooms, two 
with ensuites and three bathrooms in 
total this property is ideal for a family. The 
master boasts complete privacy upstairs 
along with its own study and ensuite. There 
is a newly renovated kitchen and spacious 
open plan living and dining areas. It also 
boasts a resort style plunge pool.

CONTaCT: O’Donoghues first National
WEB: www.ofndarwin.com.au

Homes in Darwin

WHAT IT’S LIKE
Darwin has a relaxed outdoor 
lifestyle and enjoys warm 
weather all year round. 

As the capital of the 
Northern Territory Darwin is 
one of the smaller cities of 
Australia. Perched on a 
peninsula with sea on three 
sides, Darwin offers an 
excellent base to explore the 
World Heritage-listed Kakadu 
National Park, Litchfield and 
Nitmiluk National Parks. 

Its colourful history has 
contributed to Darwin’s 
cultural diversity – which can 
be experienced at its weekly 
markets and diverse 
restaurants. Darwin boasts 
plenty of well-maintained 
parks, walking tracks around 

the city and wide, sandy 
beaches. Buses are the main 
mode of public transport here, 
and Darwinbus network 
services the city. The airport is 
just a 15 minute drive from  
the CBD.

CLIMATE
Darwin’s climate is monsoonal 
with most of the rain falling 
between December and March 
with humidity over 70 per cent 
during this time. In the 
‘winter’ months humidity is 
lower between 40-65 per cent 
making it cooler throughout 
the colder months.

EDUCATION
The Northern Territory 
Curriculum Framework forms 

the basis of learning programs 
from preschool to Year 10. 
There are 85 Public and 
Private Schools in Darwin and 
one university. 

Senior secondary students 
undertake courses that lead to 
the Northern Territory 
Certificate of Education 
(NTCE). High schools and 
registered training 
organisations offer a wide 
variety of courses and deliver 
high quality, nationally 
recognised training outcomes. 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
Darwin has a thriving tourist 
industry. Gold mining and 
energy production also 
generate employment and 
income in the area. The 

Territory has signed a regional 
migration agreement (RMA) 
to allow them to more easily 
recruit foreign workers to cope 
with the staff shortages caused 
by the resources boom.

HOUSING
Due to a strong economy and 
the increasing interest in 
Darwin as a modern and up 
and coming place to live, 
housing prices have increased.  

Property prices in Darwin 
can be expensive, with an 
average house price of 
A$595,000.  

Demand for inner city living 
has pushed the rental prices up 
and it is more expensive to pay 
rent than it is to cover 
mortgage repayments. 

The waterfront is minutes  
away from the city centre

www.getmedownunder.com
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